The optically variable compact galaxy Zw 0039.5 + 4003 has broad emission lines similar to those seen in Seyfert and N-type galaxies. The continuous spectrum shows no evidence of any stellar contribution and is probably largely nonthermal. The object has a redshift ζ = 0.1026 and an absolute visual magnitude of -21.6.
(see Plate I)). Its apparent photographic magnitudes were respectively m p = 17.2, 16.6, and 17.6 on November 22, 1964 , January 28, 1965 , and July 26, 1965 . A preliminary survey of some hundred films and plates from Zwicky's Palomar collection from 1936 to 1968 shows the object to have been irregularly variable in the range 16^0 < m p < 18 ηι 2. Structurally, Zw 0039.5 + 4003 possesses a hard core about one second of arc in diameter and a faint halo three times as large.
At first the possibility was entertained that the object was a faint galactic variable star superimposed by chance on the image of a distant galaxy. Before his retirement from the staff of the observatories, Zwicky made several unsuccessful attempts to obtain a spectrum of Zw 0039.5 + 4003. We show in the present paper that the object is indeed a galaxy with a variable nucleus. In addition we give data on its optical spectrum, continuum energy distribution, and its infrared continuum flux.
Several optical spectrograms of Zw 0039.5 + 4003 were obtained with the Cassegrain image tube spectrograph on the Hale telescope on the nights of September 5, 6, and 7, 1969 Table I . The object has a redshift of ζ = 0.1026, corresponding to a distance of about 400 Mpc with Η = 75 km sec"
1 Mpc -1 . At this distance one second of arc corresponds to a projected distance of 2 kpc. The object appears stellar at the telescope so that most of the light comes from a region less than Oke and Sargent (1968) showed that this was due to bound-free hydrogen recombination beyond the Balmer jump.
While 3C 120 is a strong, variable radio source, the Zwicky object is not in any radio source catalog. A particularly fine limit can be put on radio emission from the Zwicky object because it lies in the area covered by the 5C 3 catalog ( (Pooley 1969) 
